254    THE   CONTROLLING   MINDS   OF   ASIA
hastened the process by establishing a strong govern-
ment capable of meting out exemplary punishment
to those who dared disturb the peace. Until the
Bedouin women had become house-proud and to
demand comforts as their right, the stick had to be
there to keep the Bedouin within his newly-acquired
door. Often, of course, he hungered for his tent and
for the excitements of the chase, and when hunger
got the better of his judgment, the stick, in the
guise of the motor-car, which proved invaluable for
patrolling the desert; the aeroplane, which could
pick up his movements from afar ; and the wireless,
which told of his peccadilloes in unheard cadences.
Against such a combination, if only it could be
applied with prudence and patience, the Bedouin had
really no chance, and it was not long before the
Bedouin women displayed a marked reluctance to
allow their men to forsake the plough and the greater
comforts to be found beneath a firm roof.
In this manner, a vast terrain which had previously
bowed only to force and to the law of the rifle and
the knife, was subjected to direct control, and peace,
order and security gradually came.
Now, instead of a knife-thrust, one can expect a
welcome from the desert.
Let another century roll on, and who can tell ?
I believe the Arab of Arabia proper to be too
virile ever to hatch those problems which confront
Egypt. He is too conscious of his religion, and too
remote from Western contacts to drift as the Egyptians,
but their story, of course, is that of Fuad.
Let me tell of Fuad.